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Getting started 

 
Visual inspection of a shovelful of soil 

• Do you see three or more animals (worms, centipede, larvae, ants, eggs)? 
• Are there earthworm and root bipores? 

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/OR/Cropland_In- 
Field_Soil_Health_Assessment.pdf USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

 
 

A Guide to Collecting Soil Samples for Farms and Gardens 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec628 
By Fery, Choate, and Murphy (2018) 

 
 

Certified Soil Testing Laboratories 
https://www.naptprogram.org/pap/ 
By Soil Science Society of America (2023) 

 
 

Suggested analyses for western Oregon gardeners from Pacific NW labs 
(if these links do not work, try using a different browser, like Chrome): 

• Simply Soil Testing (Burlington WA): S1 - Basic Soil Test 
https://www.simplysoiltesting.com/  
 

• SoilTest Farm Consultants (Moses Lake WA): S10 - W of Cascades 
https://soiltestlab.com/  

 
 
 
PDF document of the slides Dean showed to Hillsboro gardeners on Feb. 21, 2024: 
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-
5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_66e62a346e114292af938c5e30e8d2ba.pdf   

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/OR/Cropland_In-Field_Soil_Health_Assessment.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec628
https://www.naptprogram.org/pap/
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_9a41e088f0f545e49f834c92e6341f38.pdf
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_9a41e088f0f545e49f834c92e6341f38.pdf%E2%80%A2SoilTest
https://www.simplysoiltesting.com/
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_9a41e088f0f545e49f834c92e6341f38.pdf%E2%80%A2SoilTest
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_9a41e088f0f545e49f834c92e6341f38.pdf%E2%80%A2SoilTest
https://soiltestlab.com/
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_66e62a346e114292af938c5e30e8d2ba.pdf
https://bf8334ec-2428-41c1-acfd-5c67163c0387.usrfiles.com/ugd/bf8334_66e62a346e114292af938c5e30e8d2ba.pdf


Interpreting soil test results 

 
From Soil Test Interpretation Guide – EC 1478 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478 
By Horneck, Sullivan, Owen, and Hart (2011) 

 

 
 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478


From Soil Test Interpretation Guide – EC 1478 (continued) 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478 
By Horneck, Sullivan, Owen, and Hart (2011) 

 
 

 
 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478


From Soil Test Interpretation Guide – EC 1478 (continued) 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478 
By Horneck, Sullivan, Owen, and Hart (2011) 

 
 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/ec1478


From NRCS Nutrient Management Plan for Organic Systems 
https://tilth.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Nutrient-Management-in-Organic-Systems-Western- 
States-Implementation-Guide.pdf 
By Dufour, Brown, and Troxell (2014) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Other useful publications: 
 

Nutrient Management for Blueberries in Oregon 
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em8918 
By Hart, Strik, White, and Yang 

 
 

Organic Fertilizer and Cover Crop Calculator 
https://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator 
By Andrews, Sullivan, Julian, and Pool 

https://tilth.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Nutrient-Management-in-Organic-Systems-Western-States-Implementation-Guide.pdf
https://tilth.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Nutrient-Management-in-Organic-Systems-Western-States-Implementation-Guide.pdf
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em8918
https://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/calculator

	Getting started
	Visual inspection of a shovelful of soil
	A Guide to Collecting Soil Samples for Farms and Gardens
	Certified Soil Testing Laboratories
	 SoilTest Farm Consultants (Moses Lake WA): S10 - W of Cascades

	Interpreting soil test results
	From Soil Test Interpretation Guide – EC 1478 (continued)
	From Soil Test Interpretation Guide – EC 1478 (continued)
	From NRCS Nutrient Management Plan for Organic Systems


